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In 1975 the AMI again evaluated the SF260 for possible
replacement of their ageing Piaggio P148s and this time the
evaluation resulted in an order for twenty aircraft. When the
first aircraft entered service in August 1976, the SF260 partly
replaced the Piaggio P148s flying with 207ºGruppo, part of the
70ºStormo, based at Latina airbase.
After the first batch of twenty SF260AMs in 1976, a second
batch of thirteen aircraft followed in 1980, while the final batch
of thirteen aircraft was delivered in 1987. After the last
Marchetti deliveries, the final P148s were withdrawn from ser-
vice and stored at Latina.
In the years that followed, the SF260 proved itself as an excel-
lent trainer for basic flying, night flying, aerobatics and
formation flying. There is also the capability of adding a third
seat in the cockpit, but in this configuration the aircraft is not
suitable for aerobatics.

SF260EA
After almost 30 years of service, the ageing SF260AMs
needed replacement by an aircraft that came closer to aircraft
standards of the twenty-first century. After a study by the
Italian department of defence, the decision was made to order
an all-new version of the SF260, presented by Alenia
Aermacchi, who had acquired SIAI Marchetti in 1997. The
purchase of a similar aircraft as replacement had various
advantages, no changes to the infrastructure at Latina were
needed and support equipment like engine stands, tow bars,
tools etc could still be used.
Maiden flight of the SF260EA was on 21 October 2004 and
lasted over 70 minutes. This aircraft was the first of thirty that
were part of the contract that Alenia Aermacchi and the Italian
Air Force had signed earlier that year. After type certification,
first deliveries started in 2005 and were completed in the
summer of 2006. The first aircraft were used to train the
instructor pilots on the new trainer, and feedback from these
pilots resulted in some changes to the aircraft, like the flap
position during take-off, that initially was full flaps down. This
position resulted in unbalance during formation take-offs, and
was changed to a setting of 25 degrees flap angle.
Although the new aircraft looks almost the same as the old
model on the outside, it is an all new aircraft on the inside.
Biggest changes were in the cockpit, with a whole new lay-out,
with extra warning indicators in a more logical sequence and
mounted on a more logical place, and the re-arrangement of
all primary instruments in the so called “basic T” lay-out. This
means that indicators like airspeed, attitude, altitude and

horizontal situation are in a basic arrangement. This lay-out is
one of the two standard arrangements that can be found in all
new-build aircraft worldwide. This makes transition to other
aircraft easier since the primary lay-out is the same. Part of the
modernisation of the aircraft was the addition of navigation
hardware for ILS (Instrument Landing System) and IFR (In-
strument Flight Rules) flights.
IFR flights make it possible to fly through bad weather and at
higher altitudes. The original SF260s were only certified for
VFR (Visual Flight Rules) flights which means that they flew at
a lower altitude and only when visibility was good. This was
one of the reasons that the Italian SF260AMs were not seen
outside Italy very often. For a better communication inside and
outside of the aircraft, a new radio system was included. The
final big advantage is the air-conditioning system for a better
controlled cockpit ventilation. On the outside, the SF260EA is
recognizable by its grey colour scheme and two air-
conditioning outlets on both sides of the rear part of the
fuselage, just beneath the AMI roundel. The new navigation

The badge of the 70º Stormo consists of an image of a mother
Eagle teaching her youngs to fly. The globe in the background
shows the world to discover when you can fly. The squadrons
statement “Pro Omnibus Unus” means “One for all, all for
one” in English.

Like the old models, the new Marchetti's are wearing big squadron codes for better recognition. In 2007 the last two of a total of 30
were being delivered to Latina. (29 May 2007, Melchior Timmers)
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hardware resulted in a small white antenna just in front of the
cockpit and one on the right-hand side of the lower rear part of
the fuselage.
With the introduction of the SF260EA, the SF260AMs are
being taken off charge and sold back to either Alenia
Aermacchi or private owners worldwide. During a visit to
Latina in May 2007, the first aircraft had already left and many
more were seen dismantled and without AMI markings, ready
for transport to their new owner. With the phase-out of the last
operational SF260AM, MM54436, this characteristic Italian
bright orange trainer will leave the Aeronautica Militare Italiana
late 2008.

Serials
SF260
MM91006 ntu, returned 1969
This SF260 was evaluated by the AMI from 1968, but was
returned to SIAI Marchetti in 1969 without further orders.

SF260AM
MM54418 70-25 std Latina 208/16-01 may07
MM54419 70-02 std Latina 216/16-02 may07
MM54420 70-03 dism Latina 217/16-03 may07
MM54421 70-04 223/16-04 mar05
MM54422 70-05 236/16-05 may03
MM54423 70-06 std Latina 241/16-06 may07
MM54424 70-07 242/16-07 aug04
MM54425 70-10 std Latina 245/16-08 may07
MM54426 SP-11 w/o 01dec80 246/16-09
MM54427 70-12 w/o oct82 255/16-10
MM54428 70-13 w/o 20oct88 256/16-11
MM54429 70-14 257/16-12 sep03
MM54430 70-15 w/o 25nov88 258/16-13
MM54431 70-16 std Latina 259/16-14 may07
MM54432 70-17 260/16-15 aug03
MM54433 70-20 std Latina 261/16-16 may07
MM54434 70-21 std Latina 262/16-17 may07
MM54435 70-22 263/16-18 sep06
MM54436 70-63 207°Gruppo 264/16-19 may07
MM54437 70-24 std Latina 265/16-20 may07
MM54520 70-26 678/40-001 dec06
MM54521(1) w/o 21mar83 679/40-002
MM54521(2) 70-27 w/o 20jan00 664/40-002
MM54522 70-30 w/o 22jul94 680/40-003
MM54523 70-31 681/40-004 sep06
MM54524 70-32 682/40-005 dec94
MM54525 70-33 dism Latina 683/40-006 may07
MM54526 70-34 684/40-007 dec06

MM54527 70-35 dism Latina 685/40-008 may07
MM54528 70-36 686/40-009 sep06
MM54529 70-37 w/o 20jul87 687/40-010
MM54530 70-40 dism Latina 688/40-011 may07
MM54531 70-41 dism Latina 689/40-012 may07
MM54532 70-42 690/40-013 dec06
MM55012 70-43 736/40-014 feb06
MM55013 70-44 737/40-015 aug04
MM55014 70-45 to N26XD 738/40-016 jul06
MM55015 70-46 dism Latina 741/40-017 may07
MM55016 70-47 std Latina 742/40-018 feb03
MM55017 70-50 to N260DX 743/40-019 jul06
MM55018 70-51 dism Latina 744/40-020 may07
MM55019 70-52 745/40-021 sep06
MM55020 70-53 std Latina 746/40-022 may07
MM55021 70-54 mar05
MM55022 70-55 dism Latina may07
MM55023 70-56 sep06
SF260EA
MM55098 207°Gruppo 6965/2060/EA001 may07
MM55099 70-02 207°Gruppo 6966/2061/EA002 may07
CSX55100 311°Gruppo 6967/2062/EA003 may07
MM55101 207°Gruppo 6968/2063/EA004 may07
MM55102 207°Gruppo 6969/2064/EA005 may07
MM55103 207°Gruppo 6970/2065/EA006 may07
MM55104 207°Gruppo 6971/2066/EA007 may07
MM55105 70-10 207°Gruppo 6972/2067/EA008 may07
MM55106 207°Gruppo 6973/2068/EA009 may07
MM55107 207°Gruppo 6974/2069/EA010 may07
MM55108 70-13 207°Gruppo 6975/2070/EA011 may07
MM55109 207°Gruppo 6976/2071/EA012 may07
MM55110 207°Gruppo 6977/2072/EA013 may07
MM55111 70-16 207°Gruppo 6978/2073/EA014 may07
MM55112 70-17 207°Gruppo 6979/2074/EA015 may07
MM55113 70-20 207°Gruppo 6980/2075/EA016 may07
MM55114 207°Gruppo 6981/2076/EA017 may07
MM55115 207°Gruppo 6982/2077/EA018 may07
MM55116 70-23 207°Gruppo 6983/2078/EA019 may07
MM55117 207°Gruppo 6984/2079/EA020 may07
MM55118 70-25 207°Gruppo 6985/2080/EA021 may07
MM55119 6986/2081/EA022
MM55120 207°Gruppo 6987/2082/EA023 may07
MM55121 207°Gruppo 6988/2083/EA024 may07
MM55122 6989/2084/EA025
MM55123 207°Gruppo 6990/2085/EA026 may07
MM55124 70-33 207°Gruppo 6991/2086/EA027 may07
MM55125 207°Gruppo 6992/2087/EA028 may07
MM55126 207°Gruppo 6993/2088/EA029 may07
MM55127 6994/2089/EA030

Compared to the SF260AM, the SF260EA can be recognized by its small white antenna in front of the cockpit and the airco outlet
on both sides of the rear fuselage, just below the roundel. (Latina, 29 May 2007, Melchior Timmers)
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This year sees the 25th anniversary of the Falklands/Malvinas
conflict. In commemoration of this, we can give you an inside
story about the missions of 2° Escuadrilla Aeronaval de Cazay
Ataque, the most feared enemy of the Royal Navy fleet during
this South Atlantic conflict in 1982. Please bear in mind that
this is an Argentinean account of the proceedings.
In November 1981, the Comando de Aviación NavalArgentina/
Argentinean Naval Aviation Command (COAN) received the
first five planes out of a batch of fourteen Dassault Super
Etendards. These were acquired to replace the ageing
Douglas A-4Q Skyhawk as the principal ship-borne combat
aircraft. Following the commencement of training with the
Super Etendard on 30 March 1982, the main question was
when the unit would be able to use the AM-39 Exocet missile
operationally. The aim was to have the system operational
within one month, including fitting of weapons systems and
crew training. The visit of a specialized crew from
Aerospatiale, to take place by mid April, was taken into account
in this estimate. On 2 April, Operation “Rosario” , the landing at
the Falkland Islands/Malvinas, was accomplished.
Meanwhile, the study of new tactics to be used and briefings of
mission profiles with and without air refuelling also began.
Take off and landing distances were carefully studied,
contemplating possible operations from short runways such
as the one in Puerto Argentino/Port Stanley. A week later,
training missions were flown to study and train tactics against
the Argentinean destroyer “Hercules” (D-A) of the “Sheffield”
class. It was decided to fly training missions in pairs in order
to minimize communications, so pilots were grouped in the
following way:
1st Frigate Captain (FC) Colombo and Frigate Lieutenant

(FL) Macheteanz,
2nd Corvette Cap.(CC) Bedacarratz and FL Mayora,
3rd CC Agotegaray and FL Mariani,
4th CC Curilovic and Lieutenant (LT) Barraza, and
5th CC Francisco and LT Collavino.
On 10 April, the first air refuelling test was done, working with
an Air Force KC-130H. The next day, the Weapon Cargo and
ANS (Attack and Navigation System) people finished the
verification and tests, following which the Exocet missile was
deemed operational.On 12 April, FL Mayora boarded the ARA
“Hercules” as anattack tactics observer. Three days later, the
second pair flew a complete attack practice after refuelling
with a KC-130H located 250NM off the Espora Naval Aviation
Base (BACE), attacking the ARA “Santísima Trinidad” (D-2) –

sister ship of the “Hercules”- whose position was being
relayed by an S-2 Tracker. Following this successful test, the
Super Etendard’s Exocet weapon system was completely
operational in only 15 days and without French support,
instead of the 30 days as originally envisaged. Regarding the
French support, the French suspended the delivery of spare
parts both for the missiles and the aircraft following the
commencement of hostilities. The Argentinean pilots only had
received “the minimum of training on this plane, with only 50
hours flown in France” as CC César Bedacarratz recalls. On
the 18th, a section of Super Etendards was transferred to Río
Grande Naval Aviation Base, as did a second one on the
following day. A fifth plane (0751/3-A-201) remained in Espora
to be used as a spare. Two days later, training flights were
resumed, and the pilots started flying daytime familiarization
missions to recognize Port Stanley /Puerto Argentino airport
and its approaches.
In combat
On 1 May 1982, British ships attacked Port Stanley / Puerto
Argentino. An aerial attack was decreed for all aviation
branches of the Argentinean armed forces. The COAN
ordered the Super Etendard unit to get ready. The first pair,
(Colombo-Macheteanz) was assigned a target at Lat 52°20´S
and Long 50°20´W which was situated south of the San
Carlos strait. The second pair (Bedacarratz-Mayora) was
assigned two different targets at the same time, but they were
finally ordered to attack the same ships as the first pair. At
16:03 the first section took off and a rendezvous for refuelling
with a Hercules tanker was planned, but a fuel leak was
discovered on 3-A-204 and the mission was aborted.
Meanwhile, as the pilots of the second section were going
through the pre-take off checklist, they also cancelled the
mission as they did not have a tanker available at that time.
The “Belgrano” revenge
On 4 May, at 05:07, a Neptune with serial 2-P-112 took off from
Río Grande on a reconnaissance mission. It used the call
sign “Mercurio” and facilitated the arrival of three Air Force
C-130s to the Falkland islands. During the entire mission, a
continuous search was done with the MAE (Medida de Apoyo
Electrónico/Electronic Support Measures) and with the
aircraft’s radar, which was not working properly. However, this
did not cause a suspension of the flight. At 07:10 there was a
radar contact, so it was turned off and an aerial alert signal of
Marconi 965 equipment belonging to a Type 42 Destroyer was
detected by the MAE. The Naval Aviation Command ordered

An Argentinean Super Etendard banks away over the south atlantic. (Cicalesi & Rivas collection)

Juan Carlos Cicalesi & Santiago Rivas
(edited by Erwin van Dijkman)

Super Etendard
Combat Missions
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two Super Etendards to be
readied. They carried one
Exocet missile each and
received the call signs “Aries”
(3-A-202) and “Liebre”
(3-A-203).
Meanwhile, the reconnais-
sance mission of Neptune
2-P-112 continued, keeping
contact and permanently
actualizing the target’s
position. At 08:43 a new radar
emission was sent and three
contacts were received, plus
the radar emissions on the
MAE. At 09:25, the Neptune’s
radar was out of service,
making its crew work hard to
get it back online to guide the
Super Etendards, which had
already taken off at 9:45. At
10:30, the 2-P-112 managed to
send a new radar emission
and acquired three targets at a distance of sixty miles,
deducting they were two middle-sized ships, possibly two
destroyers, and a large one, possibly an aircraft carrier. Due to
the problems the radar had, the search was done quite close
to the enemy, within their radar range. The targets were drawn
on the screen with a marker, enabling the crew to turn off the
radar after a single sweep and descend to get out of range
from the British radar. The position of the British vessels was
quickly relayed to the Super Etendards that were already in the
vicinity. CC Bedacarratz (3-A-202) remembers: “When we
received the call from the Neptune updating the exact position
of the detected targets, I informed LT Mayora (3-A-203) to head
towards the larger ship. We flew at an altitude of 100 feet (30
meters). When we reached the planned position that was set
during our briefing, we turned on our radar to check the targets
that should appear on the screens, but we detected nothing.
We immediately turned them off, descended and continued
flying, now at maximum speed because once being spotted,
we needed to decrease our gap to the target. I decided to
continue 25 more miles, always with complete radio silence.
We ascended again and repeated the procedure, this time
detecting both radar contacts, a medium-sized ship ahead of
us and the carrier some 30º to our right, escorted by two smal-
ler ships. When we reached the shooting distance point, we
both fired our missile with a gap of 5 seconds. It was exactly
11:04. We began a maxspeed escape flying as close to the
water as we could to fly out of their radar range and headed
back to Rio Grande wherewe landed at 12:15 with no

information on the result at all.”
As a result of this attack, one of the Exocets sunk the Type 42
Destroyer HMS “Sheffield” which was doing picket radar tasks
for the English Navy. This information was heard on British
radio, as it was impossible for the Argentineans to know if the
system had worked properly and had hit the target. Following
this action, the Argentinean Navy managed to strike back after
the submarine HMS “Conqueror” sunk the Argentinean
cruiser ARA “General Belgrano” (C-4).

Second Mission
After the attack to the “Sheffield”, the Neptunes remained out of
service, reducing the reconnaissance capabilities of the
COAN. Therefore, on 23 May, the planners used the path of the
British aircraft that operated from carriers to estimate its
position. The third pair was ordered to attack. After refuelling,at
15:45 and flying an approach to the estimated position of Lat
52°00´S and Long 55°30´W, they found no targets and had to
return to Río Grande. Two days later, a new position of the
carrier was estimated and the COAN decided to attack once
again. This time, CC Curilovic (3-A-203) remembers: “We took
off at 12:30 and an hour later we refuelled to start the attack
manoeuvre some 330 miles off the target. We flew in
complete electronic silence and our radar warning receivers
found nothing special. This made us think we were not being
detected.”
“At 16:28 I performed the first radar emission, in which I found

some echoes. We continued the
penetration at 500 Knots and at an
altitude of 30 meters. We started to
prepare for the launch. On a new radar
emission, we selected the larger target
while flying 39 miles from the target.” LT
Julio Hector Barraza (3-A-204) recalls:
”when reaching 39 miles, Curilovic told
me ´I´ve got him locked´ and I answered
´OK 39´ and he agreed. At 16:32 and Lat
50°38´S Long 56°08´W, we launched
our missiles, and had no signal on our
radar warning receivers, so we were
sure we had taken them by surprise. We
headed back to base and landed safely
at 18:30."
The result of the attack was the sinking
of the container ship ”Atlantic Conveyor”,
carrying helicopters, weapons and
spares. It was a blow to the British Task

4 May 1982, a direct hit on the Sheffield
with two out of the five available Exocet
missiles. (Cicalesi & Rivas collection)

Atlantic Conveyor on fire after taking an AM39 hit. (Cicalesi & Rivas collection)
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Force’s logistic forces, besides being the second largest ship
to be sunk during the war. On 26 May, a section of Super
Etendards flew back to Espora to safeguard them from a
British attack on the islands. Only one Exocet missile was left.

“Invincible” Mission
On 28 May, the light carrier HMS “Invincible” was detected 100
miles east of Puerto Argentino/Port Stanley. The COAN
immediately decided to attack it with the last of the five Exocet
missiles. The Air Force requested to participate in the mission
to increase the fire power against the target. The 1268
Fragmentary Order was given: “Four A-4Cs, call sign ”Zonda”,
armed with three 250kg Parachute Retarded Bombs, with two
tankers. Departure from GRA (Río Grande) – Attack the carrier
at Lat 51º38´S Long 53º38´W – Return to GRA”. The Air Force
pilots who flew the mission were 1° Lieutenants Vázquez,
Ureta and Castillo and Second Lieutenant Isaac, on the COAN
side, with call sign “Ala” CC Alejandro Francisco (3-A-202) and
LT Luis Collavino (3-A-205) flew the two Super Etendards.
The mission started on Sunday the 30th, at 11:25,  when two
KC-130s took off to rendezvous with the aircraft participating in
the mission They would need two refills, one while flying
towards the target, and one when flying back. After the first
refuelling, the combined pack of Super Entendards and A-4Cs
started the target approach flying at an altitude of between ten
and twenty meters and at a speed of 850km/h. Once the
Exocet missile was fired, at a
distance of around 20 miles from
the target, the A-4Cs followed the
missile’s contrail, guiding them
towards the target. Only two of the
four A-4C returned safely. Once
docked to the tanker, Lt. Ureta
tells of the mission: ”I could see
the Invincible full of smoke after
the Exocet impact, Isaac’s three
bombs and cannons.” Second
Lieutenant Isaac, remembers:
“at 900km/h I clearly saw the
carrier’s deck, I fired the 200
20mm cartridges and launched
my bombs, but they did not hit the
ship. I saw a big fire on board the
carrier, so I started to fly away.”
The British always denied that
the Invincible had been hit. As
from 30 May, a change in the
direction and quantity of the
Harrier attacks showed they
might be operating only from the
HMS “Hermes” carrier. The

Not the best shot, but the real deal; Super Etendard 3-A-202 being refuelled on its way to HMS Invincible on 30 May 1982 to make
a disputed hit. The AM39 Exocet can be clearly seen, mounted under the starboard wing. (Cicalesi & Rivas collection)

The same aircraft as above after the hostilities and marked
with a kill mark for the attack on HMS Sheffield 4 May 1982
and the damage done to the HMS Invincible on 30 May 1982.

(Cicalesi & Rivas collection)

”Invincible” was retired from the combat zone and returned to
base three months after the end of the war with major repairs
needed.
On 1 June, the two Super Etendards flew back to Base Aerea
Comandante Espora and the next day, the possibility of flying
night missions in case more missiles arrived was studied.
On the 3rd, training began, and a week later it was suspended
as they had to be ready at Río Grande base to fly some
guidance and ground attack missions. However, the next day
the forces fighting in Falklands/Malvinas, agreed to a cease
fire, and the Super Etendards were sent back to their home
base. The Argentinean Navy achieved to press their newly
acquired Super Etendards and five exocet missiles into
service and use them to great effect. Bedacarratz
summarizes: “The French did not clear the AM39 to be fired
from an airplane, they were only testing it on a firing range. We
found out after the conflict that they had fired two Exocet
missiles, and they both missed their target.” This shows the
remarkable feat that the Argentinean technicians pulled off
and the relative vulnerability of the British fleet, against this
new weapon system that was officially not fully operational yet.
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Agusta A109 helicopter and ten of the original 95 Alouette II
training and observation helicopters. Both types are used with
the Heli Wing at Luik-Bierset. Of the original 46 A109s, only 32
remain active. They are used in a diversity of roles like
observation, anti-tank, tactical support, armed
reconnaissance, MedEvac or transport. To simplify
maintenance each individual helicopter has a fixed role.
The "Dienst Luchtsteun Federale Politie" was established as an
operational part of the Federal Police after its reorganisation in
the nineties. It was a continuation of the airborne part of the
"Rijkswacht", without the control and support of the Ministry of
Defence. Currently it operates three twin-engined MD900
Explorers that were acquired in 1998, two MD520N helicopters
acquired in 1999, and a single Cessna 180Q and two Cessna
182Rs. The No Tail Rotor (NOTAR) helicopters are fully IFR
equipped and have specialised law enforcement equipment like
a powerful searchlight. The fixed wing aircraft were acquired as
they flew faster and more economical than the helicopters and
could also fly at night and in adverse weather. The fixed wing
aircraft are used for traffic and environment control, while the
helicopters are also used for Special Forces operations. The
twin engined helicopters can also operate above cities.
Luchtcomponent (AF)
Beauvechain (EBBE)
1 Wing 5 Smaldeel SF260M

SF260D
11 Smaldeel Alpha Jet 1B+

CM170R
The Alpha Jets actually fly from Cazaux in France, where they
are assigned to ETO02.008 “Nice”.
Bertrix (EBBX)
Air Cadets Various gliders
Bierset (EBLG)
Wing Heli 16 Sqn MRH A109BA/Alouette II

17 Sqn MRH A109BA/Alouette II
18 Sqn MRH A109BA/Alouette II
OCTU A109BA

Brussel-Melsbroek (EBMB)
15 Wing 20 Smaldeel C-130H

21 Smaldeel A310-200
ERJ135/145
Falcon 20/900

Ops & Training Squadron
all types

Order of Battle
Like almost every country within Europe, Belgium went
through a series of restructuring measures for its armed
forces after the fall of the "Iron curtain" in 1989. For the Belgian
Air Force this restructuring consisted of disbanding
operational units, while aircraft, like the Mirage 5 were taken
out of service. Main objective for these measures was the
transition of the air force into a meaner and leaner
organisation, resulting in only 90 of the original 160 F-16s to
undergo the Mid Life Update program. After the first series of
changes, the biggest change came in January 2002, the
independent Belgian Air Force gave way to a new structure
consisting of components and, therefore, was referred to as
the Belgian Air Component (COMOPSAIR) comprising of all
aircraft and helicopters of the air force, army and, after 1 July
2004, also the navy. Further reductions came in 2005, when
another eighteen F-16s were taken out of service, leaving only
72 F-16s active. A new reduction is planned for 2015 when only
60 Fighting Falcons will remain to equip the four squadrons of
the two wings. Today, the Air Component operates in national
and International missions in former colonial countries in
Africa and for the UN in countries like Afghanistan. Also, the
Belgian Air Component has participated several times in
policing the airspace over the Baltic states Lithuania, Latvia
and Estonia, since these countries do not have an air force
capable of defending their own territory.
The frontline fighter is the F-16AM/BM operating in two wings,
both consisting of two squadrons, so called "smaldelen".
For SAR duties the Westand Sea King has been operational
for more than thirty years now. Besides the ageing Sea King,
also the Alouette III used by the navy needs replacement. Early
2007, the government finally decided to replace both the Sea
Kings and the Alouette III helicopters with four NH-90TTHs for
troops transport and four NH-90NFHs for naval and SAR
operations. Another ageing aircraft in service is the C-130H
Hercules. In 1972, twelve C-130s were acquired by 15 Wing at
Melsbroek for tactical transport. Because of the loss of two
aircraft in recent years, a second hand Hercules was
purchased last year, which is now undergoing an update to
Belgian C-130 standard before delivery. Replacement for the
C-130 is expected in 2018, when the first of seven Airbus
A400M transport aircraft will enter service. For transporting
VIPs, 15 Wing operates the Embraer 135/145, the Airbus A310
and the Dassault 20 and 900.
For transport and support of army units, Belgium uses the

Since 1973, the Dassault Falcon 20 is used for VIP transport on short and medium distances. To keep the two aircraft in service
for at least another ten years they were totally refurbished to meet current aircraft technology standards and passenger
convenience. (Koksijde, 4 September 2005, Melchior Timmers)

Air Force Overview - Belgium
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Elsenborn (EBLB)
80 UAV sq B-HUNTER
Florennes (EBFS)
2 Wing 1 Smaldeel F-16AM/BM

350 Smaldeel F-16AM/BM
Air Cadets Various gliders
Goetsenhoven (EBTN)
MCVZ/CMVV L-21B
Air Cadets Various gliders
Kleine Brogel (EBBL)
10 Wing 31 Smaldeel F-16AM/BM

349 Smaldeel F-16AM/BM
OCU F-16AM/BM

Koksijde (EBFN)
40 Smaldeel Sea King Mk48

SA316B
Weelde (EBWE)
Air Cadets Various gliders

Dienst Luchtsteun Federale Politie (PO)
Brussel-Melsbroek (EBMB)
Dienst Luchtsteun Federale Politie

MD520N
MD900
Cessna 182Q/182R

Serials
Luchtcomponent (AF)
Agusta A109 Hirundo
H01 A109BA 0301 18sq MRH may07
H02 A109BA 0302 18sq MRH may07
H04 A109BA 0304 16sq MRH may07
H05 A109BA 0305 17sq MRH may07
H06 A109BA 0306 17sq MRH oct06
H07 A109BA 0307 16sq MRH may07
H21 A109BA 0321 18sq MRH may07
H22 A109BA 0322 17sq MRH jul07
H23 A109BA 0323 17sq MRH may07
H24 A109BA 0324 17sq MRH may07
H25 A109HA 0325 18sq MRH may07
H26 A109BA 0326 18sq MRH jul07
H27 A109BA 0327 18sq MRH may07
H28 A109BA 0328 18sq MRH may07
H29 A109BA 0329 18sq MRH may07
H30 A109BA 0330 18sq MRH jul07
H31 A109BA 0331 17sq MRH mar07
H32 A109BA 0332 18sq MRH may07
H33 A109BA 0333 18sq MRH may07
H35 A109BA 0335 17sq MRH mar07
H36 A109BA 0336 17sq MRH dec06
H37 A109BA 0337 18sq MRH may07
H38 A109BA 0338 17sq MRH dec06
H39 A109BA 0339 17sq MRH may07
H40 A109BA 0340 18sq MRH nov06
H41 A109BA 0341 18sq MRH jun07
H42 A109BA 0342 17sq MRH may07
H43 A109BA 0343 17sq MRH may07
H46 A109BA 0300 17sq MRH may07
Some A109s are stored at Zutendaal barracks, while
unconfirmed sources state a sale of five A109s to Benin.
Airbus A310
CA01 A310-222 372 21sm may07
CA02 A310-222 367 21sm mar07
Sud Aviation Alouette 2
A49 SA318C 1989/616C-A66 Wing Heli may07
A53 SA318C 1995/622C-A72 Wing Heli may07
A55 SA318C 1998/625C-A75 Wing Heli may07
A57 SA318C 2009/636C-A85 Wing Heli nov06
A65 SA318C 2057/676C-A133 Wing Heli feb06
A66 SA318C 2064/682C-A140 Wing Heli dec06
A68 SA318C 2068/684C-A144 Wing Heli may07
A69 SA318C 2072/688C-A148 Wing Heli may07
A78 SA318C 2133/737C-A209 Wing Heli may07
A79 SA318C 2138/742C-A214 Wing Heli jul07
Sud Aviation Alouette 3
M1 SA316B 1812 40sm jul07
M2 SA316B 1816 40sm jul07
M3 SA316B 1817 40sm jan07
Breguet Dornier Alpha Jet
AT01 Alpha Jet 1B+B01/1013 11sm jun07

1 Wing 2 Wing 10 Wing

15 Wing 1 Smaldeel

5 Smaldeel 11 Smaldeel 20 Smaldeel

21 Smaldeel 31 Smaldeel 40 Smaldeel

349 Smaldeel 350 Smaldeel OCU

OPS & training

Wing Heli

Air Cadets
80 UAV

Police



Scramble 340  -  Page 157

AT02 Alpha Jet 1B+B02/1014 11sm jun06
AT03 Alpha Jet 1B+B03/1015 11sm jun06
AT05 Alpha Jet 1B+B05/1018 11sm jun06
AT06 Alpha Jet 1B+B06/1020 11sm jun06
AT08 Alpha Jet 1B+B08/1024 11sm jun07
AT10 Alpha Jet 1B+B10/1030 11sm jun06
AT11 Alpha Jet 1B+B11/1032 11sm jun07
AT12 Alpha Jet 1B+B12/1036 11sm jun06
AT13 Alpha Jet 1B+B13/1039 11sm jun07
AT14 Alpha Jet 1B+B14/1043 11sm may06
AT15 Alpha Jet 1B+B15/1051 11sm sep06
AT17 Alpha Jet 1B+B17/1061 11sm oct06
AT18 Alpha Jet 1B+B18/1067 11sm dec06
AT19 Alpha Jet 1B+B19/1071 11sm feb07
AT20 Alpha Jet 1B+B20/1076 11sm jun07
AT21 Alpha Jet 1B+B21/1080 11sm mar06
AT22 Alpha Jet 1B+B22/1091 11sm jun06
AT23 Alpha Jet 1B+B23/1097 11sm jun07
AT24 Alpha Jet 1B+B24/1104 11sm mar06
AT25 Alpha Jet 1B+B25/1110 11sm may07
AT26 Alpha Jet 1B+B26/1117 11sm jul06
AT27 Alpha Jet 1B+B27/1112 11sm sep06
AT28 Alpha Jet 1B+B28/1131 11sm mar06
AT29 Alpha Jet 1B+B29/1139 11sm feb07
AT30 Alpha Jet 1B+B30/1145 11sm jun07
AT31 Alpha Jet 1B+B31/1142 11sm apr06
AT32 Alpha Jet 1B+B32/1149 11sm jun07
AT33 Alpha Jet 1B+B33/1155 11sm may07
All Alpha Jets are stationed at Cazaux, France for the
combined Advanced Jet Training School (AJeTS). For
maintenance the Belgian aircraft return to Beauvechain.
Fouga CM170 Magister
MT35 CM170 292 11sm jul07
This is the last operational Fouga Magister within the Belgian
Air Component. It will fly until september this year.
EMBRAER ERJ135 / EJ145
CE01 ERJ135LR 145449 21sm mar07
CE02 ERJ135LR 145486 21sm apr07
CE03 ERJ145LR 145526 21sm jul07
CE04 ERJ145LR 145548 21sm may07
Dassault Falcon 20
CM01 Falcon 20E 276 21sm may07
CM02 Falcon 20E 278 21sm jul07
Dassault Falcon 900
CD01 Falcon 900B 109 21sm may07
General Dynamics F-16 Fighting Falcon
FA56 F-16AM 6H-56 10w aug06
FA57 F-16AM 6H-57 2w sep06
FA67 F-16AM 6H-67 2w mar07
FA68 F-16AM 6H-68 2w feb07
FA69 F-16AM 6H-69 10w jul07
FA70 F-16AM 6H-70 10w jun07
FA71 F-16AM 6H-71 2w may07
FA72 F-16AM 6H-72 2w jun06
FA77 F-16AM 6H-77 10w feb07
FA81 F-16AM 6H-81 2w aug06
FA82 F-16AM 6H-82 10w jul07
FA83 F-16AM 6H-83 2w mar07
FA84 F-16AM 6H-84 2w mar07
FA86 F-16AM 6H-86 10w mar07
FA87 F-16AM 6H-87 10w may07
FA89 F-16AM 6H-89 10w may07
FA91 F-16AM 6H-91 2w may07
FA92 F-16AM 6H-92 2w feb07
FA94 F-16AM 6H-94 10w apr07
FA95 F-16AM 6H-95 10w may07
FA97 F-16AM 6H-97 2w mar07
FA98 F-16AM 6H-98 10w jul07
FA99 F-16AM 6H-99 10w jul07
FA100 F-16AM 6H-100 10w jul07
FA101 F-16AM 6H-101 2w jul07
FA102 F-16AM 6H-102 10w may07
FA103 F-16AM 6H-103 2w jun06

FA104 F-16AM 6H-104 10w may07
FA106 F-16AM 6H-106 10w feb07
FA107 F-16AM 6H-107 2w jul07
FA108 F-16AM 6H-108 2w jun07
FA109 F-16AM 6H-109 2w mar07
FA110 F-16AM 6H-110 10w feb07
FA111 F-16AM 6H-111 10w jul07
FA114 F-16AM 6H-114 10w may07
FA115 F-16AM 6H-115 2w jun07
FA116 F-16AM 6H-116 10w jul07
FA117 F-16AM 6H-117 2w jan07
FA118 F-16AM 6H-118 10w jul07
FA119 F-16AM 6H-119 10w mar07
FA120 F-16AM 6H-120 2w jun07
FA121 F-16AM 6H-121 2w may07
FA123 F-16AM 6H-123 10w jul07
FA124 F-16AM 6H-124 10w apr07
FA125 F-16AM 6H-125 2w mar07
FA126 F-16AM 6H-126 2w feb07
FA127 F-16AM 6H-127 2w mar07
FA128 F-16AM 6H-128 2w feb07
FA129 F-16AM 6H-129 10w may07
FA130 F-16AM 6H-130 2w sep06
FA131 F-16AM 6H-131 2w jul07
FA132 F-16AM 6H-132 10w may07
FA133 F-16AM 6H-133 2w jul07
FA134 F-16AM 6H-134 10w jul07
FA135 F-16AM 6H-135 2w mar07
FA136 F-16AM 6H-136 10w may07
FB02 F-16BM 6J-2 2w jun07
FB04 F-16BM 6J-4 10w jul07
FB05 F-16BM 6J-5 2w jun07
FB09 F-16BM 6J-9 2w jul07
FB10 F-16BM 6J-10 2w jul07
FB12 F-16BM 6J-12 2w mar07
FB14 F-16BM 6J-14 10w mar07
FB15 F-16BM 6J-15 10w jul07
FB17 F-16BM 6J-17 2w mar07
FB18 F-16BM 6J-18 10w jul07
FB20 F-16BM 6J-20 10w jul07
FB21 F-16BM 6J-21 2w sep06
FB22 F-16BM 6J-22 10w nov06
FB23 F-16BM 6J-23 10w feb07
FB24 F-16BM 6J-24 10w jul07
Lockheed C-130 Hercules
CH01 C-130H 4455 20sm may07
CH03 C-130H 4461 20sm jan07
CH04 C-130H 4467 20sm may07
CH05 C-130H 4470 20sm may07
CH07 C-130H 4476 20sm mar07
CH08 C-130H 4478 20sm may07
CH09 C-130H 4479 20sm may07
CH10 C-130H 4481 20sm may07
CH11 C-130H 4482 20sm may07
CH12 C-130H 4483 20sm may07
(CH14)C-130H 4047 o/o apr07
The newly acquired CH14 is still under conversion at Brussels
Airport.
Piper L-21 Super Cub
LB01 L-21B 18-3603 MCVZ/CMVV oct06
LB02 L-21B 18-3607 MCVZ/CMVV sep06
LB03 L-21B 18-3842 MCVZ/CMVV sep06
LB05 L-21B 18-3844 MCVZ/CMVV may06
LB06 L-21B 18-3864 MCVZ/CMVV jul07
Sikorsky S-61 Sea King
RS01 S. King Mk48 WA831 40sm jul07
RS02 S. King Mk48 WA832 40sm jul07
RS03 S. King Mk48 WA833 40sm mar07
RS04 S. King Mk48 WA834 40sm jul07
RS05 S. King Mk48 WA835 40sm jul07
To keep the Sea Kings airworthy, spare parts are taken from
the aircraft mutually.
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SIAI Marchetti SF260
ST02 SF260M 10-02 5sm may07
ST03 SF260M 10-03 5sm may07
ST04 SF260M 10-04 5sm may07
ST06 SF260M 10-06 5sm may07
ST12 SF260M 10-12 5sm may07
ST15 SF260M+ 10-15 5sm may07
ST16 SF260M+ 10-16 5sm jun07
ST17 SF260M+ 10-17 5sm may07
ST18 SF260M 10-18 5sm may07
ST19 SF260M 10-19 5sm may07
ST20 SF260M 10-20 5sm may07
ST22 SF260M 10-22 5sm may07
ST23 SF260M 10-23 5sm may07
ST24 SF260M+ 10-24 5sm jun07
ST25 SF260M 10-25 5sm may07
ST26 SF260M+ 10-26 5sm may07
ST27 SF260M 10-27 5sm may07
ST30 SF260M 10-30 5sm apr07
ST31 SF260M 10-31 5sm apr07
ST32 SF260M 10-32 5sm may07
ST34 SF260M 10-34 5sm may07
ST35 SF260M 10-35 5sm jul07
ST36 SF260M 10-36 5sm may07
ST40 SF260D 840 5sm apr07
ST41 SF260D 841 5sm may07
ST42 SF260D 842 5sm may07
ST43 SF260D 843 5sm may07
ST44 SF260D 844 5sm may07
ST45 SF260D 845 5sm may07
ST46 SF260D 846 5sm may07
ST47 SF260D 847 5sm apr07
ST48 SF260D 848 5sm jul07
At the moment the SF260s undergo an avionics update.
Aircraft that are updated have a + mark behind the two digits of
the serial on the tail. Also the type designation has a + mark
added to it.
UAV
271 B-Hunter 80 BH271 80 UAV sq mar04
272 B-Hunter 80 BH272 80 UAV sq
273 B-Hunter 80 BH273 80 UAV sq sep04
274 B-Hunter 80 BH274 80 UAV sq may07
276 B-Hunter 80 BH276 80 UAV sq sep05
278 B-Hunter 80 BH278 80 UAV sq
280 B-Hunter 80 BH280 80 UAV sq

281 B-Hunter 80 BH281 80 UAV sq sep06
282 B-Hunter 80 BH282 80 UAV sq sep04
283 B-Hunter 80 BH283 80 UAV sq sep06
284 B-Hunter 80 BH284 80 UAV sq
285 B-Hunter 80 BH285 80 UAV sq
286 B-Hunter 80 BH286 80 UAV sq
287 B-Hunter 80 BH287 80 UAV sq
288 B-Hunter 80 BH288 80 UAV sq
289 B-Hunter 80 BH289 80 UAV sq sep06
Glider
PL31 DG300 75/55 Luchtcadetten may06
PL41 DG505 5E222X60 Luchtcadetten may06
PL42 DG505 5E224X62 Luchtcadetten aug05
PL43 DG505 5E231X69 Luchtcadetten sep06
PL44 DG505 5E233X71 Luchtcadetten may06
PL54 Ka-8B 8366 Luchtcadetten sep04
PL71 Grob G102 2141 Luchtcadetten sep06
PL74 Grob G102 2104 Luchtcadetten may06
PL75 Grob G102 2002 Luchtcadetten aug05
PL76 Grob G102 2051 Luchtcadetten may05
PL78 Grob G102 2070 Luchtcadetten jul07
PL79 Siren C30S 39 Luchtcadetten jul04
PL81 Grob G103A 03147 Luchtcadetten sep06
PL84 Grob G103A 03240 Luchtcadetten may05
PL85 Grob G103A 03287 Luchtcadetten may06
PL86 Grob G103A 03288 Luchtcadetten aug05
PL87 Grob G103A 03613 Luchtcadetten aug05
PL88 Grob G103A 03616 Luchtcadetten aug05
PL89 Grob G103A 03617 Luchtcadetten aug05
PL91 Grob G103A 34015 Luchtcadetten sep06
PL92 Grob G103A 03611 Luchtcadetten sep06
PL93 Grob G103A 03636 Luchtcadetten may06
PL94 Grob G103A 3734 Luchtcadetten aug05

Dienst Luchtsteun Federale Politie (PO)
Cessna 182 Skylane
G01 Ce182Q 182Q-67696 Fed. Pol. jul07
G03 Ce182R 182R-67742 Fed. Pol. jul07
G04 Ce182R 182R-67844 Fed. Pol. jul07
McDonnell Douglas MD520
G14 MD520N LN086 Fed. Pol. jul07
G15 MD520N LN087 Fed. Pol. jul07
McDonnell Douglas MD900
G10 MD900 900-0034 Fed. Pol. feb07
G11 MD900 900-0045 Fed. Pol. jun07
G12 MD900 900-0038 Fed. Pol. jul07

Just recently, the Belgian MoD decided to order the NH90 as replacement for the Sea King Mk48. After more than thirty years of
service, the airframes are almost worn to their limits and some are used for spare parts recovery. Here RS02 is pictured during the
Belgian National Holiday flypast above the capital Brussels on 21 July 2007. (Geert Meuris)




